PREFATORY NOTE
THE problem of India's future constitution and the
interim arrangements during the pendency of war
occupies the mind of every thinking man in India.
The vigorous one-sided propaganda carried on by the
press in India which is practically in the hands of
one section in the Indian body-politic misleads not
only people outside India but many well-meaning
and unsophisticated persons in the country itself.
This propaganda is sedulously built upon certain
theories and catch-phrases borrowed from Western
politics and is apt to catch the unwary. All the
confusion in Indian politics to-day is due to the mis-
apprehension of the realities of the Indian situation
on the part of some and its deliberate misrepresen-
tation on the part of others. Again most of our
difficulties are caused by the misapplication of
Western political thought to the Indian situation,
in some cases deliberately, in others unconsciously.
An attempt is made in this treatise to examine
critically the bases of th& Indian political thought
and forces so that the reader, having been apprised
ofTrEe attitudes anct claims of the different elements
in Indian life, may reach his 6wn conclusions with-
out prejudices.             *
Within the brief compass of the book I have